
If November is about anything, it is for eating. How many things can have 
pumpkin in them anyways? Yes it is the month of Thanksgiving but what 
we really do is, eat, and very little “thanks giving” goes on. We can’t really 
fully enjoy the Holiday or the month preparing for it without knowing what 
thankfulness is.  
 
It’s kind of like owning a Bible and really knowing something about it. It’s 
not enough to own a Bible. Or hold it. Or carry it. Or even respect it. You 
have to ingest it. It has to be more than words on pages to us. 
 
Jeremiah 15:16 says, “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your 
words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart.” The Bible is “soul 
food.” 
 
So what does that mean? How does God’s Word function as the bread of life 
and spiritual meat? A good meal of Bible feasting includes at least four 
basic “courses” to ensure healthy, satisfying, spiritual nourishment: 
 
1. Read it.   Read it silently or out loud, or listen to an audio version. Try a 
mix of all three. Be attentive, alert, and thoughtful. Savor the unexpected 
“flavors” from the Book. Don’t begin in the difficult areas such as Ecclesias-
tes, Song of Solomon, or the major prophets. Begin with the Gospels and 
the letters of John and Peter. Read Hebrews and Acts and allow the Holy 
Spirit to help you see new messages just for you. Familiar passages have an 
uncanny way of appearing new to us when the Holy Spirit applies them to 
our lives in unexpected ways. You can get there. Growth in biblical literacy 
is attainable for everyone.  
 
Be disciplined. Aim for a chapter a day; not three verses or three hundred. 
Don’t give yourself guilt about reading the whole Bible in three months or 
even a year. If we think we have failed in our task we often quit so we don’t 
feel bad anymore. Open with a brief prayer, and ask God to teach you. I sit 
in a chair and lean forward. If I read anything lying down, I’m out cold. 
Have an open journal and ready pen to record thoughts. 
 
2. Question it.    When you question the Bible, that doesn’t mean you object 
to it. It means you read with an inquisitive attitude. Direct some questions 
toward the text: Who’s involved in this story? What’s the big picture? 
Where else does Scripture address this issue? Ask personal questions too: Is 
there an example here for me to follow? Is Jesus doing something I should 
be doing? Is Herod doing something I shouldn’t be doing?  
 
Questioning the Bible should lead to applications for you. Be open to the 
Bible’s convicting work: Is there a sin for me to confess? Is there something 
here I need to acknowledge or repent of? Lord, I’m like that. I’m wrong.  
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We are now offering a number of Christian Education programs, and we have more that will be 
offered soon.  We hope you will want to participate.   
Don Clapp 
 
Christian Believer: A study of foundational Christian beliefs is currently being offered at 9:15 
each Sunday morning and is led by Herb Angel. 
 
Journey Through the Bible : A study of the stories and major figures of the Bible will be offered 
later this fall and will be led by Herb Angel. 
 
Expanded Sunday School: A plan is being developed to offer Sunday School classes for all age 
groups.  We will be sharing more information about these classes soon. 
 
The Holy Spirit: A study to enhance our understanding of the Holy Spirit is being offered during 
the Wednesday Bible Study classes led by Pastor Danny.  This will be followed by book  
discussion focused on Billy Graham’s book “The Holy Spirit.” 
 
Prayer Groups: A Men’s Prayer Group has been formed and is currently meeting.  We are  
exploring interest in the establishment of a Women’s Prayer Group. 
 
God and Constantine: This will be a four week study led by Don Clapp focused on one of the 
great events in the history of Christianity.  This is being offered for those who were unable to 
participate when this study was presented in the spring.  Sign up now if you are interested. 
 
Reformation & Martin Luther: This study will also focus on one of the major figures and events 
in the growth of our Christian faith and will be led by Don Clapp. This study is planned for the 
spring.   

Christian  Education 
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Please forgive me. Be teachable. Sometimes God just wants to expand our thinking. I didn’t re-
alize God is so tender. I see Him pursuing the lost so insistently. Receive the Bible’s comfort. Is 
there a comfort for me to experience? Is God’s Word assuring me about something? When I 
feel anxious, fearful, or uncertain, is there an encouraging word I need? All these questions 
should be scrolling through our minds as we read. 
 
3. Pray it.   Weave prayer time into your Bible reading. When God speaks to you, your first re-
sponse needs to be to Him; “Thank You, Father, for teaching me from Your Word today. Thank 
You for challenging me about this. I agree with Your Word when it says… ” And then pray 
about your plan of action. 
 
4. Share it.   When we articulate to others what we’re learning, we internalize and apply what 
God’s teaching us. “I got this out of the Word today. I’ve been studying this passage, and this is 
what I’m learning. I found this amazing idea in the Bible. What do you think about this?” Be-
cause God’s Word is alive, we can always learn fresh lessons from it, and pro-
cessing those with other close believers can deepen our learning. 
 
God’s Word is a feast spread before you today. May you eat His words, and may 
they become a joy and delight to you. Only then can you become truly Thankful. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving!!!            God Bless from Pastor Danny 

Dialogue with Danny continued 



 

Thank you very much for supporting Operation Christmas 
Child. Pray the children will take 12 Step Bible lessons. Some 
of the Christmas boxes will go to children in USA. They have 
been traumatized by fire, floods and tornado. Many lost 
homes, schools, and hospitals. They need to know God’s love. 

Christmas is coming. We have catalogs to give you ideas for 
buying animals for people on your gift list. Heifer Internation-
al has cows, goats, chickens, sheep, rabbits and water buffalos. 
Look for catalogs near the new mission box in Narthex. God 
bless you as you serve Him.  

Joan Batchler  

 
 
Community Missions 
 
As we begin to plan for our Thanksgiving dinner, let's not for-
get those in our community who might not be able to fix that 
dinner without the help of FEAST.  On Sunday, November 12, 
we are asking everyone to bring in groceries needed for a 
Thanksgiving dinner. Cash donations are welcomed and will 
be used by the pantry to buy turkeys. Make checks out to 
NBCC noting FEAST in the lower left corner. Needed items are 
listed here in the Tides. Paper bags will be handed out on Sun-
day, November 5, with the needed items listed on them. To-
gether we can make a difference. We are a church with many 
blessings.  Let's pay those blessings forward.  
 
The Community Missions Committee  

World Missions  
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Thanksgiving Food Drive for FEAST 

Canned Meats/Fish 
Pasta 
Veggies 
Fruit Jell-O reg. & 
sugar free 
Spaghetti Sauces 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Instant potatoes 

Gravy (can or 
mix) 
Stuffing mix 
Cranberry sauce 
Powder milk 
Sweet potatoes 
Paper products 
Cash donations  

The Suncoast 
Symphony Or-
chestra Presents 
“The French 
Connection” fea-
turing the Organ 
Symphony by 
Camille Saint-
Saens with 
Thomas Kurt 
Organist. Friday, 
November 17 at 
7:30 pm at 
North Bay Com-
munity Church. 
Free admission. 
 

The plan is that 
we will have a 
sprinkler day on 
November 11th, 
9:00 am. We will 
also be doing 
yard work that 
day.  

Thursday, No-
vember 16th at 
Sonny’s BBQ. 
This will be the 
last luncheon of 
2017. So be sure 
to sign up for 
this event. See 
Jim Scott or Joe 
Spencer. 

Orchestra Concert Good News. Great Joy. 

M & M Workday 

Men’s Luncheon 



Eleventh Annual Craft Show Committee would like to thank every-
one for their support.  We will have a wonderful day on November 
4th.  We have many sponsors this year to help in our efforts:  
Sani-Chem Cleaning Products, Horace A/C & Heating, Publix,  
Sam’s Club, Desiree Little’s Piano Lessons & Jim’s Bonded Lock-
smith. Please remember them as the need arises. 
 
All our chance baskets and silent auctions are from donations from 
our members.  A beautiful selection of items.  The baked goods 

from your kitchens are so appealing and will break many a diet.  Thanks to every-
one who is helping in big ways and small.  Without everyone pulling together, it 
wouldn’t get done and it does get noticed by our vendors and visitors.  “May the 
Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever." 
 
Barbara Walters 
 

NBCC Eleventh Annual Craft Show 
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Thank you 

Assistant  June Budd 
Vendors         Sandie Wilson 
Secretary       Ann Hennager 
Chance Baskets   Rose Micu 
Silent Auction       Geneva Green 
Bakery  Mary Ann Suby 
Publicity            Barbara Parr  
       John Tobin 

Food Court   Sandie Wilson 
     Nancy Tobin 
Vendor Check-in  Jan Knudsen 
Finances   Roberta Luckie 
Multi-tasker   Desiree Little 
Vendor Redemption Bonnie Spears 
Barbara Walters   Chairperson 

A huge thank you from your chairperson for all you do and have done over the 
years to make our craft show a huge success.   

Cruise to Alaska with a cruise/land tour on the beautiful Golden Princess,  
June 2, 2018...11 days: Includes 7 night Voyage of the Glaciers cruising plus 4 
nights land (2 nights Denali and 2 nights Fairbanks).  Rates for inside cabin 
2189.22 per person and balcony 2989.22 per person. This cruise includes all gra-
tuities (based on Princess availability at time of booking). 
 
All rates include all tax and gov’t fees. Travel protection, air and meal plan with 
gratuities are additional as are pre or post hotel stays.   
    
Sandee McKenzie    

Cruise 
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North Bay Community Church 

3170 McMullen Booth Rd. 

Clearwater FL33761 

  

Phone: (727) 796-0071 

E-mail: nbcc@tampabay.rr.com 

Website: northbaycommunitychurch.org 

Pastoral Staff 
   Danny McDonald-Senior Pastor 
Music Staff 
   Kendall Kline-Director 
   Desiree Little-Organist 
   Cathy Good-Pianist 
Administrative Staff 
   Desiree Little-Office Administrator 
Church Facilities Staff 
   Barry Austin-Church Facilities Superintendent 
Preschool Staff 

   Nycol Nixon-Director 

God Is Love  

Craft Show  
Nov. 4, 9-3 

 
Free Admission  

Open to the Community 


